
Background. 
• 19.3 million new cancer cases worldwide annually

• 390.000 new cases per year in Italy

• Oncology treatments frequently require PICC devices

• Whose weekly management is essential to prevent complications but may burden patients, caregivers, and hospital outpatient services

• The ASST Grande Ospedale Metropolitano Niguarda developed an innovative model that assigns PICC management to Family and 

Community Nurses (IFeC), supported by the hospital Access Team.

Aim. To evaluate clinical outcomes, organizational impact, and patient satisfaction among oncology patients managed at the community level.

Methods. 

This prospective, single-centre study was conducted at the Casa di Comunità Villa Marelli (Milan) from 8 September to 24 October 2025. 

Clinical and satisfaction data were collected. Before implementation, all 19 IFeC received training through two theoretical–practical sessions 

focusing on PICC management and complication handling.

• 40 patients (mean age 59±12)

• 86 community dressings

• 5 Access Team consultations

• No therapy interruptions

Satisfaction:

• 100% patients

• 95% nurses

Conclusions. Community-based PICC management proved:

✓ Safe, 

✓ Effective, and well received,

✓ Improving accessibility to oncological care,

✓ Strengthening functional integration between hospital and community services.
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