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BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE

The UK VHP Framework was adapted and developed from a US model to provide guidance on vessel assessment and decision
Mmaking based on individual need and risk assessment to aid select of the right vascular access device. The original UK VHP
—-ramework, created in 2016, was reviewed and updated in 2020 (VHP2020). An evaluation to assess the impact of the VHP2020,
understand whether it was being used, and its benefits and drawlbacks of its use In practice was undertaken.

METHOD

e A 14-question online survey was developed and distributed to members of the Infection Prevention Society and the National
INnfusion and Vascular Access Society.

e Participation was voluntary and consent was implied through completion of the survey.
e The survey ran for 7 weeks from May to June 2022.

e Both quantitative and qualitative data were collected.

RESULTS

There was a total of 88 respondents, of which 87.5% (77) were from the UK. Of those that responded, 80% (70) had heard of the

VHP with 76% (53) aware of the updated framework. 30% (34) were using the updated framework with two respondents stating
their reasons for not using the updated Framework as

“We haven't got around to study the updated version to understand the changes as yet”
“...It's something we are working on”.

A selection of reported benefits and drawbacks of using the VHP2020 are listed in figures 1 and 2 respectively. Suggestions for
Improvement included adaption for use in paediatrics and to develop an electronic format.

Figure 1: Benefits from using the VHP2020

Figure 2: Drawbacks from using the VHP2020
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CONCLUSION

—urther work iIs needed to ensure
the VHP2020 reaches all clinical
teams performing vascular access
N the UK. Those using the VHP2020
reported many benefits and also
provided some useful suggestions
for improvement. The suggestion of
a web-based toolkit has been
completed and work is underway to E I
adapt the framework for paediatrics.

https://engage.3m.com/VHP_Toolkit
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This revised UK VHP framework ed on publis!

evidence and guidelines ( ureauet al, 2012, Hallam et al,
2016). Evaluati dies of the original VHP Framework to
date have included the uptake of the VHP Fr. k (Burnett
et al, 2018) and a small-scale pilot s exploring the impact
of using the fr; insertion n nt of
VADs (Weston 7).

The fra has developed to facilitate a complex
adaptive systems approach to VAD insertion n nt
and is intended for adult vascular access in acute or plan

sett ilst les of VHP should be incorporated
in m 1 u

The most important principle to use when assessing suitability for an infusion to be administered
via a peripheral intravenous catheter (PIVC) is that ALL intravenous medicines potentially pose a
threat to vessel health

PERIPHERAL VEIN ASSESSMENT
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PERIPHERAL VEIN ASSESSMENT

Suitable Vein Definition; Visible and compressible, 3mm or larger®

Aszessmaent decision tool for evaluation of vascular access
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