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BACKGROUND
Women are under-represented in surgery, and 
especially so in surgical subspecialties such as 
cardiothoracic, urologic, orthopedic, and neurosurgery. 
Additionally, in comparison to male colleagues, women 
surgeons remain disproportionately underpaid. 
Unsurprisingly, women are also under-represented in 
the editorial boards of the journals that craft the 
dominant narrative, the state of the field, of surgery. It is 
important to continue to advocate for and highlight the 
voices and experiences of women in surgery so that 
the next generation of women in medical school can 
more easily see themselves as surgeons. In writing this 
collection I hope not only to contribute to 
representation but also to nuance the view of the 
woman surgeon and surgeon more broadly for lay 
readers. 

Formal & Content Influences included: Anastacia-
Reneé, Ross Gay, Cait Weiss Orcutt, Louise Glück, 
Kaveh Akbar, Leila Chatti, Fady Joudah, Rita Dove, 
Lucille Clifton, Ocean Vuong, and many others!

GOAL
A series of poetic portraits based on 12 shadowing 
experiences that highlight the humanity, strength, and 
empathy of 12 women surgeons in their many 
manifestations.

METHODS
1. Background reading, scheduling, and series 

planning
2. Shadow a surgeon in clinic and/or wards and/or OR 
3. Interview surgeon with standardized questions
4. Write the poem
5. Workshop & revise the poem with MFA cohort 
6. Submit poems to journals & contests
7. Repeat x 12!

RESULTS
• Portrait of the Endocrine Surgeon as Oracle of 

Butterflies
• Portrait of the Colorectal Surgeon as Echo 
• Portrait of the Trauma Surgeon as Artist
• Portrait of the Surgical Oncologist as Necessary & 

Sufficient Medium for Growth 
• Portrait of the Pediatric Surgeon as Siberian Iris 
• Portrait of the Breast Surgeon as Plainclothes 

Superhero 
• Portrait of the Endocrine Surgeon as Gardener
• Portrait of the Minimally Invasive, Foregut, & General 

Surgeon as Oasis 
• Portrait of the Colorectal Surgeon as Poem
• Portrait of the Abdominal Transplant Surgeon as 3-

Star Michelin Chef 
• Portrait of the Trauma Surgeon as Atlas, Greek Titan 
• Portrait of the Abdominal Transplant Surgeon as Our 

Story’s Protagonist

OUTCOMES: 
Collection of 12 poems, 8 sub-specialties
represented
3 accepted for publication (The MacGuffin, 3/2023), 
8 under review/consideration at other journals
1 short-listed for a festival prize (The Wolverhampton 
Poetry Festival) 
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