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• Amniotic Fluid Embolism (AFE)

• Rare but catastrophic complication

• Early detection and management are crucial for improving outcomes
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Intra-op and Post-Op

B Lines

Patient Background

● 40yo G11P4064

● AMA 

● Grand multiparity

● Unremarkable PMH

Labor course

● Uncomplicated 

neuraxial analgesia 

initiated

● AROM followed by 

hypotension and 

lethargy

● Fetal bradycardia 

despite treatment of 

hypotension

STAT c-section

● Uterine atony requiring carboprost, 

methergine, and calcium 

● Arterial line placed, hemodynamics 

supported by phenylephrine infusion, 

POCUS showed no RV strain 

● Coagulopathy requiring MTE, resuscitation 

guided by ROTEM and POCUS

● Conversion to GETA

● 8u FFP, 8u pRBC, 2g fibrinogen, 2u 

platelets, 500mL albumin, 2L LR

● QBL 6700mL

Discharge

Discharged 

home without 

deficits

Post-op period

● Transported to SICU 

intubated

● Uterine artery 

embolization POD0

● Abdomen closed 

POD1

● Extubated POD2
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Discussion

References

● Obtaining appropriate 
vascular access and 
monitoring

● Managing 
coagulopathy and 
staying ahead of blood 
loss

● Supporting 
hemodynamics

● Use of POCUS and 
POC Coagulation

● Timely ECMO initiation

● Presentation of AFE is 
a spectrum

● Prompt response to 
changing 
hemodynamics can 
prevent 
cardiopulmonary 
collapse
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