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Introduction

* Senate Bill 8, The Texas Heartbeat Act, passed during the 87th legislative session
and went into effect September 1, 2021.

* Prohibits physicians from knowingly inducing an abortion after six weeks gestation
when a fetal heartbeat is detected without repercussion|1].

* Exceptions are allowed if deemed as a “medical emergency.”

* Ex: severe maternal cardiac disease, maternal malignancy, and pre-viable premature
rupture of membranes (PPROM) with sepsis[2].
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* |nitial vital sighs were stable, labs unremarkable.
Fetal heart tones were detected on admission.
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* On day two, patient had increased uterine
tenderness, leukocytosis, increased tachycardia, and

was diagnosed with intra-amniotic infection in the
setting of PPROM.

 The appropriate documentation was made by the
obstetricians

* |labor was medically induced with Misoprostol, with
the possibility of proceeding with a D&C.
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D i S C u S S i O n Among 600 people seeking abortion care in Texas in 2018

* This new bill can greatly impact the

anesthesiologist’s role in management of the
parturient.

23%

were < 6 weeks
at the mandatory ultrasound visit

* Life threatening infection can lead to bacteremia, 16%
affect coagulation, and potentially eliminate the ol A
ability to safely perform neuraxial anesthesia.
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/hs/htm/hs.171.htm
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