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Background

 It has been proposed that administering phenylephrine induces additional blood loss 

via softening uterine tone during delivery (1)

 Purpose of this abstract is to ascertain if this theoretical concern is observed in super 

obese patients undergoing C-section deliveries when phenylephrine was administered

Materials and Methods

 Conducted a retrospective review of patient charts from a single institution, IRB 

approved

 Patients were aged between 18-48 with a BMI ≥ 50.0 kg/m2 with a documented 

anesthesia record

 Reviewed a total of 283 patient charts that met study inclusion criteria and delivered 

via C-section

 11 charts were excluded due to unreported estimated blood loss (EBL) and 64 charts 

were not included in scatter plot analysis due to no phenylephrine use reported
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Discussion:

 No predictive relationship 

between phenylephrine 

given and EBL

 R^2 = 0.0184

 Average EBL for deliveries 

with no phenylephrine 

1005.2 ml vs. with 940.6 

ml (P=0.19)

 No significant difference in 

blood loss with and without 

phenylephrine

 The high variability of 

subjectively reported EBL 

may be responsible for lack 

of correlation 


