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• Asymptomatic 81 year-old female presented with positive
Cologuard test.

• She had prior remote history of right sided complex adnexal
mass and underwent laparoscopic salpingoophorectomy.

• Colonoscopy done(Figure 1), it showed infiltrative mass at the
rectosigmoid junction, involving one-third of the lumen
circumference.

• Biopsy revealed at least high-grade dysplasia.
• Endorectal ultrasound was done during attempted

endoscopic mucosal resection (Figure 2), and suggested
invasion into the muscularis propria.

• CT chest, abdomen, and pelvis revealed rectosigmoid
thickening without metastatic disease (Figure 3).

• The patient underwent robotic low anterior resection.
• Surgical pathology revealed moderately differentiated

invasive endometrioid adenocarcinoma with multifocal
residual benign ectopic endometriosis with negative margins
and no nodal involvement.

• By immunohistochemistry, the tumor cells were diffusely and
strongly positive to CK7, patchy positive to PAX8, but were
negative to CK20, CD2, positive to estrogen receptors (ER)
and progesterone receptors (PR).

• Malignant transformation of endometriosis occurs in 0.7–1% of 
endometriosis patients.

• The colon and rectum are involved in only 5% of 
endometriosis associated malignancies.

• These tumors can mimic primary colonic adenocarcinoma 
and can be misdiagnosed as colorectal malignancy. 

• This is rare case of postmenopausal woman without 
predisposing factors who presented with rectosigmoid tumor 
of endometrioid origin. 

1. Jones KD, Owen E, Berresford A, Sutton C. Endometrial Adenocarcinoma Arising from 
Endometriosis of the Rectosigmoid Colon. Gynecol Oncol. 2002 Aug 1;86(2):220–2. 

2. Kawate S, Takeyoshi I, Ikota H, Numaga Y, Sunose Y, Morishita Y. Endometrioid Adenocarcinoma 
Arising from Endometriosis of the Mesenterium of the Sigmoid Colon. Jpn J Clin Oncol [Internet]. 
2005 Mar 1 [cited 2024 Sep 17];35(3):154–7. Available from: https://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jjco/hyi037

3. Clinicopathological features of endometriosis-associated adenocarcinoma of the rectum: A 
report of two cases [Internet]. [cited 2024 Sep 17]. Available from: https://www.spandidos-
publications.com/10.3892/ol.2024.14656

4. Hu J, Hosseini M, Hasteh F, Murphy P, Pare C, Kwong WT, et al. Rectal endometriosis mimicking 
primary rectal adenocarcinoma. Diagn Cytopathol [Internet]. 2021 Dec 1 [cited 2024 Sep 
17];49(12):E437–42. Available from: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/dc.24847

5. Kobayashi S, Sasaki M, Goto T, Asakage N, Sekine M, Suzuki T, et al. ENDOMETRIOID 
ADENOCARCINOMA ARISING FROM ENDOMETRIOSIS OF THE RECTOSIGMOID. Digestive 
Endoscopy [Internet]. 2010 Jan 1 [cited 2024 Sep 17];22(1):59–63. Available from: 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1443-1661.2009.00925.x

Case Presentation

• Tumor markers including CEA, CA 19-9, and CA 125 were all within 
normal limit. 

• Transvaginal ultrasound was previously normal. 
• Genetic molecular testing showed proficient Mismatch Repair status 

(MMR-p), Microsatellite Instability low (MSI-stable), ER+, PR+.
• The patient declined adjuvant chemotherapy but agreed to 

Letrozole therapy. Patient agreed to continue surveillance.
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• We present a rare case of endometriosis-associated intestinal 
tumor in a postmenopausal patient without prior history of 
endometriosis nor hormone replacement therapy. 

• Endometriosis-associated neoplasm in extragonadal locations 
is a rare entity.  

• It requires a high index of suspicion in addition to careful 
pathologic and immunohistochemical analysis. 

• The diagnosis is often made in postoperative specimen with a 
specific immunohistochemical pattern (CK7+/CK20−). 

• Literature is lacking and further research is needed to 
standardize targeted approach to this disease entity. 


