Patient-perceived barriers to bariatric surgery in the rural Deep South
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Table 1. Demographics

Use tablet/smartphone for health

67 (85%) 7 (64%) 60 (88%) 0.035
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* Bariatric surgery is underutilized in the Deep South
 Many inthe Deep South live in rural areas (e.g. 82%
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Conclusion

Participants in the rural Deep South were less likely to use electronics or social media and more likely to be concerned about the safety, cost, and travel to receiving bariatric
surgery, and less likely to consider bariatric surgery for self.
In the subgroup of participants recruited in bariatric surgery clinic, rural participants were as likely to consider bariatric surgery for self and more likely to recommend

bariatric surgery to others.
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* To explore the unique challenges faced by
patients in the rural Deep South in accessing
bariatric surgery
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