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The reporting completeness of 
surgical pilot and feasibility trials is 
poor and has not improved after 
the publication of the CONSORT 
extension

Studies registered in a clinical trial 
database and randomizing more than 
50 patients had more complete 
reporting

Background:
• Pilot and feasibility studies are not reported completely as per 

reporting guidelines in fields of study such as nephrology and 
psychiatry1,2 

• The reporting completeness of these types of studies in 
surgery has never been examined

• We designed this study to evaluate previously published pilot 
and feasibility studies in surgery to assess their completeness 
of reporting

Methods:
• Included pilot and feasibility trials evaluating a surgical 

intervention published between Jan 1-Dec 31, 2011 or Jan 1-
Dec 31, 2021

• Primary outcome: Completeness of reporting according to the 
CONSORT statement extension to randomized pilot and 
feasibility trials3

• Secondary outcomes: Completeness of reporting for each trial; 
research factors associated with reporting completeness

• Descriptive statistics used for the primary outcome
• Poisson regression was used to explore associations between 

research factors and reporting 

Results:

Limitations and Future Directions:

72 pilot and feasibility trials included
• 34 published in 2021
• 38 published in 2011

0.59
Mean CONSORT reporting score 20.1/34 (0.59)
• 22.5/34 in 2021 (0.66)
• 18.0/34 in 2011 (0.53)

IRR 1.01 (95% 
CI 0.89-1.15)

IRR 1.29 (95% 
CI 1.12-1.48)

IRR 1.16 (95% 
CI 1.04-1.30)

• 26.4% general surgery
• 15.3% orthopedic surgery

• Sampling bias
• Lack of 

statistical 
power

• Heterogeneity

• Ongoing 
endorsement of 
CONSORT reporting 
checklists
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