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Introduction

Robotic surgery is now a frequently used tool to assist with inguinal
and ventral hernia repairs. The utilization of the DaVinci Robot for
robotic assisted laparoscopic hernia repairs has been increasing over
the last decades. There are multiple advantages using the DaVincl
Robot system over the conventional laparoscopic tools. Disadvantages
Include operating room availablility, maintenance and specialty staff,
bulky size, lack of tactile feedback, 8 mm port sites larger than 5 mm
laparoscopic port sites, and cost. The two main factors driving the cost
different Is the cost of the medical devices and increased operating
times. The purpose of this quality improvement project Iis to decrease
the cost of robotic inguinal and ventral hernia repairs without increasing
operative difficulty or without decreasing the quality of hernia repairs.

Design and Methods
Part of the increased cost of robotic surgery Is due to the setup,
drapes, instrumentation, and use of the robot. Unfortunately, we cannot

Figure 1. 4% robotic arm draped with gown

Figure 2. 4" robotic arm folded inward
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Table 1. Number of robotic hernia repairs in three year period

Given the results at our community hospital, we recommend
changing the draping methods of DaVinci robotic arms in the robotic
assisted laparoscopic mgumal and ventral hernia repairs. This




