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• Small bowel obstruction (SBO) after bariatric surgery is a rare but important complication and is 
estimated to occur in up to 5% of patients. 
• SBO is poorly characterized among bariatric surgical patients.

 BACKGROUND

• The aims of the present study were to: 
1.Characterize the prevalence of SBOs using the largest North American bariatric data registry  
2.Compare 30-day complication rates among bariatric surgery patients who developed an 

SBO with those who did not. 
3.Determine the independent predictors of patient and procedure factors associated with the 

development of SBO among elective bariatric surgery cases.

 OBJECTIVES

• SBO following bariatric surgery is a rare but important clinical 
entity and occurs in approximately 0.3% of all patients. 
• This work highlights several patient and surgical factors 
associated with the development of SBO following elective bariatric 
surgery.  
• Furthermore, it identifies key predictive factors that may aid in 
patient selection, inform surgical consent, and o!er important 
avenues for intervention to reduce overall post-operative SBO risk.

 CONCLUSION
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 METHODS
•  All data was extracted from the Metabolic and Bariatric 
Surgery Accreditation and Quality Improvement Program 
(MBSAQIP) database.  
• Patients who underwent sleeve gastrectomy (SG) or roux-en-Y 
gastric bypass (RYGB) for the 2020 operative year were 
included. 
• Results were organized into two cohorts represented by 
patients who developed an SBO and those who did not (no 
SBO) within the post-operative period.  
• Bivariate analysis was used to compare cohorts.  
• The influence of patient and operative factors on the 
development of SBO was determined using multivariable 
logistic regression modelling. 

• Of a total of 142 111 patients, 408 (0.3%) were identified as having developed an SBO within the 
study timeframe.  
• Overall, SBO patients were older (45.7 +/- 11.5 vs. 43.5 +/- 11.9 years; p=0.0002), of reduced BMI 
(43.6 +/- 6.8 vs. 45.1 +/- 7.7; p=0.0001), and more likely to be of female sex (92.2% vs. 81.1%; 
p<0.0001). 

 RESULTS

Figure 1:  Major 
predictors of SBO in 
patients following 
elective bariatric 
surgery 
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