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INTRODUCTION 

The pandemic reduced and delayed visits to the emergency departments 
for non-respiratory disease, modifying the evolu8on and treatment of 
several medical and surgical pathologies . Also, concern regarding the 
spread of infec8on during aerosol-genera8ng procedures, such as 
laparoscopic surgery, has led to changes in treatment recommenda8ons, 
favouring medical management and open surgery for acute appendici8s.  

Obej8ve: Compare the prevalence of peritoni8s secondary to acute 
appendici8s during the COVID-19 era.  

METHODS 

-Observa8onal non-concurrent cohort study. 

The study popula8on included all adult pa8ents with acute appendici8s 
in two different 8me periods.  

The COVID group:  from 16 March to 16 August 2020, the period of 
pandemic lockdown in Chile.  

The nonCOVID group: from 16 March to 16 August 2020 

DISCUSSION 

COVID-19 infec8on analysis gave a total of 11 posi8ve pa8ents (8.2 
per cent). Of these, two were admiOed to the emergency 
department with a confirmed diagnosis, eight were diagnosed in the 
periopera8ve period following the admission protocol (asymptoma8c 
respiratory), and one was diagnosed aQer surgery (nega8ve test 
result on admission).  

Of interest, despite the increase in peritoni8s, the study found no 
sta8s8cally significant differences in LOS, 30-day morbidity or 
mortality. This is likely due to op8mal surgical management, 
ins8tu8onal pressure for a short hospital stay, and strict monitoring 
by telemedicine. 

RESULTS 

N= 245  COVID group: 134  nonCOVID group: 111  

-A greater propor8on of pa8ents were managed by open surgery in 
COVID group 
-The presence of peritoni8s as an intraopera8ve finding was 
significantly higher in COVID group 
-The intraopera8ve diagnosis of advanced stages of acute 
appendici8s was higher in the COVID group than in the non-COVID 
group. 
-There were no differences in length of postopera8ve hospital stay 
(LOS), mortality, reinterven8on or 30-day hospital readmission.  
-There was one death of a 76-year-old pa8ent in the COVID group 
with a diagnosis of sep8c shock due to peritoni8s, without viral 
infec8on.  
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