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Introduction

Birth is the most common principal diagnosis accounting for hospital
stays in Australia. Provision of obstetric care necessitates the routine
collection of standardised metrics, which can be utilised to improve
that care. We sought to review of the role and evolution of clinical
data in quality improvement in maternity care, and to describe a novel
quality improvement data system in obstetric services in Australia.

Methods

We reviewed Medline via Ovid, searching for studies describing data-
driven quality improvement initiatives implemented in healthcare. We
also reviewed publications by key obstetric bodies (e.g. RANZCOG,
RCOG and ACOG), and initiatives by organisations dedicated to R
ensuring quality and safety in healthcare (e.g. SaferCare Victoria). oo Loss i 1524 ours:1000-1488 m,1500-1989 m 2000+ i
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Results

Among 17 articles identified in Medline, 2 met inclusion criteria,
however both were limited by utilising largely high-level metrics
(rather than granular clinical data) that were reported relatively
infrequently. A review of projects by relevant bodies and organisations
highlighted varied obstetric quality improvement initiatives, but most
focused on clinical decision support and training.

Conclusion
Obstetrics is uniquely positioned to demonstrate how the clinical data RICJEI

that are routinely collected in care provision can be utilised to IR U R R A
measure the quality and drive improvement of that care. There is =Ryl 0873~ MateiyServie CapabltyLeve:
substantial scope to improve quality improvement in maternity care.
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