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A CERVICAL SCREENING CRISIS: SHORT AND MEDIUM-TERM EFFECTS
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Background Despite high levels of tests, programme coverage fell from 80.2% to 79.7% to There was a significant increase in referrals to colposcopy from both

79.2%, Indicating that the majority availing of the offer had attended previously abnormal smear tests and reasons of clinical indication
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The aim of this study is to document the impact of this decision on the programme =-Abnormal Smear Test Result =Clinical Indication - Non Urgent
and the women. The unprecedented demand on laboratories impacted the turnaround-time of =~Clinical Indication - Urgent

samples at laboratories and the number of women receliving results within four

L . . This resulted in waiting times for colposcopy falling outside programme
weeks. Results within target fell from 73% pre-crisis to <50% during and <7% post- J P 24 J prog

Number of women screened crisis. Many women waited over six months for results creating anxiety and resulting standards.
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