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Background: COVID-19 vaccine uptake amongst pregnant 
women has been low, particularly in younger ethnic minority 
mothers.

Aims: To perform a survey exploring vaccine uptake and 
factors which influence women in a North London hospital.

Materials and methods: Pregnant women were invited to 
complete an anonymised survey, where data were collected 
on demographics, personal and household vaccination status, 
and beliefs about the vaccine. Free text comments were 
analysed thematically.

Safety in pregnancy
“I’m not sure if it works or not, but I 

definitely don’t want to take it in 
pregnancy in case it affects my baby”

‘It’s a good thing, but I’m concerned 
about the effects on my baby”

“I am worried the vaccine causes 
infertility” 

Advice given
“Information was woefully lacking. A 

lot of “it’s up to you”... 
“I think more information should be 

provided by midwives...was not asked 
at all by my midwife about my 
thoughts/feelings about being 

vaccinated...” 
“My midwife told me not to get it. GP 

also said no and pharmacy...” 

Effectiveness
“I don’t feel a vaccine created in such 
a short period can have an effect or 
reduce the chances of getting Covid-

19”

“Not sure whether effective or not, I 
know people have had it and still 

fallen ill” 

Positive comments 
“Worth doing as it seems to be much 
more dangerous to get Covid while 

pregnant” “I think it’s a good way to 
protect myself and my baby"

Results: 202 women completed the survey, of whom 56.9% 
(n=115) were unvaccinated and 43.1% (n=87) had received at 
least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine, with 35.6% (n=72) having 
received two doses. Factors associated with vaccinated status 
are shown in figure 1. 

Qualitative data revealed concerns about a lack of 
information regarding the safety of COVID-19 vaccination in 
pregnancy. Patient perspectives on vaccination are shown in 
figure 2.
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. 1.  Age over 25 years old 57.6% vaccinated vs 17.2% under 25 years

2. Asian ethnicity
69.4% vaccinated vs 41.2% white ethnicity, 

27.5% Black/Caribbean/African/Black-British 
ethnicity and 12.5% mixed ethnicity

3. Living in a vaccinated 
household

63.7% vaccinated vs 9.7% living in an 
unvaccinated household (all p<0.001). 

4. Use of medical 
advice/literature for main 

source of information 
compared to other 

sources

59.0% vs 37.5% friends and family, 30.4% news 
and 21.4% social media

Figure 1. Factors associated with vaccinated status Figure 2. Patient perspectives : a summary of free text comments

Conclusion
Age, ethnicity, household vaccination status and information source influenced vaccination uptake. 

These findings highlight the need to tackle vaccine mistrust and disseminate pregnancy specific vaccine safety data to pregnant women. 


