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Medical student experiences of teaching on labour ward in the Covid-19 era
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OBJECTIVE 
I. To evaluate current medical student views of

teaching on labour ward

II. To identify areas of improvement in order to

enhance learning. 

DESIGN

METHOD

RESULTS 

CONCLUSION 
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Qualitative online
survey

Yes/ No

questions
Free text boxes

• Penultimate year medical students
across three UCL teaching hospitals
• Completed 6 week obstetrics and
gynaecology placement

Population

• 11 questions
• Focusing on learning experience, impact
of Covid-19 and future interest in
obstetrics and gynaecology

Survey

• 19 out of 43 (44%) responses received
• All text was thematically analysed

Analysis

42% 58%
No change in
likelihood of
pursuing O&G
-‘Unsocial hours’
-Lifestyle factors
-Witnessing
understaffing
-Lack of formal
breaks

Increased
likelihood of
pursuing O&G
- Exciting
- Varied
- Mix of

medicine and
surgery

Factors influencing learning experience

“I was lucky to
have a midwife
who wanted to
teach and those
made me get
involved a lot”

“Short staffing
meant less
teaching”

“Wearing a mask made it
hard to converse with

mothers”

“Wewould have had more
time on ward, seen more,
been a part of team”

“I was very conscious
about the fact lots of
mothers are currently
unvaccinated and …how
they feel about having an

extra person”

“Understaffing (impacted) 
as birth centre was

closed”

• One to one teaching
• Small group teaching
• Introducing to team
• Made to feel included

• Staffing shortages
• Unpredictable nature of
work on labour ward

• Not being made to feel
part of the team

“The team were
amazing, got us

involved in clinical
activities “

“I wasn’t able to
assist with normal
delivery or witness
instrumental
delivery”

Hands on experience

“Being involved in the process –whether it
be writing notes or helping the mother “

Sense of purpose

“It was great to feel part of the team”

Learning experience

“Really helped cement the knowledge I had
gathered from pre reading”

Inspiring

“It was a very rewarding experience and just
quite inspiring overall”

What did you findmost useful about assisting in
deliveries, procedures or operations whilst on labour

ward?
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Overall, medical students had a positive experience on the labour ward, despite the Covid-19 pandemic, To enhance their educational experience
students would likemore bedside teaching centred around clinical skills, and to be assigned a specific supervisor. We plan to implement some

student suggested changes and repeat this survey for our next cohorts of students

“The unsociable hours puts me off but O&G is my 2nd
choice”

“I don't think I've gained enough insight into the
career”

“Was very busy and hectic…not what I wanted in
Medicine. I found it understaffed at times and felt the

doctors lacked frequent breaks.”

“Seeing emergencies and lifestyle of a consultant and
reg, does make me reconsider”

“I was interested in O&G prior to my ward experience,
but the range of presentations and high standards of
care towards pregnant people solidified my interest”

“Never did I consider O&G as a speciality for me but
it’s up there now. I think this was all because of the

consultant… they were into teaching and very
enthusiastic”

“Very enjoyable. Very varied day to day”

“I love the combination of medicine and surgery, the
satisfaction…the adrenaline rush you get from

emergency situations”

Covid impacted their learning
experience

• Communication difficulties with
wearing a mask

• Limited labour ward room
capacity

• Being conscious of protecting
unvaccinated pregnant women

• The impact of understaffing
• Less clinical time
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