
A NATIONWIDE INITIATIVE EMPOWERING 868 MEDICAL STUDENTS ON 

OPHTHALMIC EMERGENCIES

Excellent session pitched at a 
brilliant level. Dare I say better 

than any ophth teaching I’ve had 
to date

Course should be 
mandatory for all 

med students

Taught me many 
conditions I’d never 

heard of 

Alarmingly limited eye 
teaching at our uni, courses 

like these are so greatly 
recieved by [x] students

Design: One-day, interactive, case-based course created by an Ophth Registrar and Foundation Dr

Delivery: Hosted via Microsoft Teams to ensure national reach and environmental sustainability

Participants: Attracted 868 delegates over two years (2021–2022) from across the UK

Content: Covered four aspects of the ophthalmology consultation and 14 emergency eye conditions 

Assessment: Pre- and post-course self-assessments on confidence levels using a Likert scale

Advertisement: Advertised to all 45 UK medical schools

Nationwide Attendance
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Quantitative feedback confirming the course's high quality, interactive delivery and 
appropriate academic level, with all mean scores exceeding 4.20
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10% of patients 
entering a 

hospital are 
heading to the eye 

clinic1

6% of all A&E 
attendances are 

eye-related 
concerns2

of medical 
students consider 
ophthalmology 
teaching at their 
medical school 
inadequate3

Lack of confidence 
in doctors

Introduction

References

Discussion

• Clinical Safety: Low clinician confidence in eye cases leads to delayed treatment, avoidable sight loss, unnecessary 
referrals, increased litigation and higher costs4

• Eco-Impact: Virtual delivery offers a greener future for medical education, reducing carbon footprint by 94% and energy 
use by 90% compared to in-person events5

• Institutional Variability in Attendance: Number of participants per university varied due to methods of advertising, 
existing ophthalmology teaching, scheduling conflicts, institutional policies on external lectures and individual motivation

• Educational Trends: Baseline confidence was highest in ‘medical’ cases e.g. papilloedema, but remained critically low in 
‘ophthalmic’ cases e.g., globe rupture and hyphema

• Improvement: Our course showed a massive confidence boost in ‘nuanced’ topics like microbial keratitis and corneal 
foreign bodies

Qualitative Feedback

Conclusions

Especially in nuanced 
topics e.g. corneal foreign 
bodies, microbial keratitis

Repeatable, scalable 
and meets growing 
demand for eye care

Requested wider teaching for 
optometrists and nurses, as well 
as requests to expand globally
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