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Methodology
Data source: 
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01/012008 - 31/12/2023
Variables: 

26 demographic, clinical, and procedure-
related

Inclusion criteria (case definition):
Symptoms and signs of endophthalmitis
AND treatment (tap/inject) received
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Introduction
Endophthalmitis has an incidence of 1 in 500 post-
cataract surgery, and 1 in 2000 post-intravitreal injection
Bacterial endophthalmitis post-intravitreal injection is
commonly caused by commensals (coagulase-negative
staphylococci (CoNS) and streptococci)
RCOphth have produced several standards in the
prevention and treatment of endophthalmitis
Fairview unit at Mater Infirmorum Hospital in Belfast is a
tertiary centre unit that provides medical retina services
to the vast majority of Northern Ireland

Objectives
To quantify the incidence of post-
intravitreal injection (IVT)
endophthalmitis at the Fairview Unit,
Belfast, between 2008-2022

1.

To describe the trends in these cases 2.
To identify risk factors associated with
these cases

3.

Standard
Post-intravitreal endophthalmitis
incidence: 0.562/1,000 injections or 1
in 2,000 injections (meta-analysis)

1.

Povidone iodine 5% or chlorhexidine
0.1% TOP should be applied to all
patients pre-IVT

2.

Results Conclusion
There were 30 culture positive cases of
endophthalmitis post-intravitreal injection
across the 15 year study period (2008-2023)
Incidence rates were lower than the RCOphth
standard on average over the study period,
and higher in just 1 study year (2014)
There were 3 clusters of endophthalmitis cases
(2014, 2018, 2022), associated with iodine
temperature, iodine frequency, and mask-
wearing during the Covid-19 pandemic
respectively
There were relatively few cases caused by non-
commensal organisms (3/30), which had a
larger impact on visual outcome than
commensals
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