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INTRODUCTION

1-Health Tourism Revenues: Between 2015 and 2019, according to TUIK data, health tourism revenues were increasing
steadily, but in 2020, there was a 22% decrease due to Covid-19. In 2021, revenues exceeded 2019 levels. In 2022, the
Impact of the pandemic decreased and a steady upward trend was observed In revenues.

2- Medical Tourism Index (MTI): Tdrkiye, which was in the 32nd place in 2016-2017, rose to the 30th place in 2020-2021.
Turkiye 's medical tourism potential is increasing.

Medical tourism iIs linked to temporary travels and
the desire to benefit from health services. Changes
In Income levels, technological advances, and tax
policies can lead to an increase In health
expenditures, which can lead to problems In

countries' health systems. 3- Price Comparisons of Health Services: Most health services in Tlirkiye are offered at a more affordable cost compared to

. . _ other countries.
Covid-19 pandemic has adversely affected tourism

sector and health tourism around the world. Turkiye
IS trying to attract the attention of international
patients by promoting the "Health Turkiye" brand in
order to increase the share of health tourism. These
efforts reflect Turkiye's goal of highlighting potential
of health tourism and strengthening the sector
despite the challenges of the pandemic.

4- Negative Effects of Covid-19 on Health Tourism: Covid-19 pandemic led to a 22% decrease in the health tourism sector
In 2020. Covid-19 treatment costs have increased in proportion to the severity of the disease.

5- Positive Effects of Covid-19 on Health Tourism: There will be an increase in demand after treatment and travel
postponement. It is predicted that there will be an increase in the demand for obesity, plastic surgery, psychological support
and dental treatment. The role of online health access and accreditation will also become important.

6- Tdrkiye Health Tourism SWOT Analysis:
 Strengths: Technological development, service quality, geographical location advantage.

The aim of the research is to examine the situation
and economic effects of Turkiye In health tourism
and to evaluate iIts future potential. The sub-
objectives Include identifying Turkiye's strengths
and weaknesses, Identifying Its prominent
branches, examining the Impact of Covid-19
pandemic, and assessing the economic dimension
of the sector.

* Weaknesses: Poor connection with insurance and brokerage firms, language issues.

* Opportunities: Widespread use of the Internet, increase In elderly population, affordable flight prices.
e Threats: The negative impact of international crises and terrorist incidents.

/- Strategic Recommendations:

 Close cooperation with insurance and intermediary institutions should be established.

* Personnel should be trained, and promotional activities should be increased.

« Security measures should be strengthened; hospital services should be diversified.

* Focus on foreign language problems and invest in domestic drug production.
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