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Medical tourism is linked to temporary travels and 

the desire to benefit from health services. Changes 

in income levels, technological advances, and tax 

policies can lead to an increase in health 

expenditures, which can lead to problems in 

countries' health systems. 

Covid-19 pandemic has adversely affected tourism 

sector and health tourism around the world. Türkiye 

is trying to attract the attention of international 

patients by promoting the "Health Türkiye" brand in 

order to increase the share of health tourism. These 

efforts reflect Türkiye's goal of highlighting potential 

of health tourism and strengthening the sector 

despite the challenges of the pandemic.

The aim of the research is to examine the situation 

and economic effects of Türkiye in health tourism 

and to evaluate its future potential. The sub-

objectives include identifying Türkiye’s strengths 

and weaknesses, identifying its prominent 

branches, examining the impact of Covid-19 

pandemic, and assessing the economic dimension 

of the sector.

This study aims to examine Türkiye's economic 

position in the health tourism sector, the effects of 

Covid-19 pandemic and suggestions for future 

development. The limitations of the research 

conducted using the survey method and SWOT 

analysis are within the scope of data sources. The 

research covers the period 2015-2023 and focuses 

on predictions about the future of health tourism.

1-Health Tourism Revenues: Between 2015 and 2019, according to TUIK data, health tourism revenues were increasing 

steadily, but in 2020, there was a 22% decrease due to Covid-19. In 2021, revenues exceeded 2019 levels. In 2022, the 

impact of the pandemic decreased and a steady upward trend was observed in revenues.

2- Medical Tourism Index (MTI): Türkiye, which was in the 32nd place in 2016-2017, rose to the 30th place in 2020-2021. 

Türkiye 's medical tourism potential is increasing.

3- Price Comparisons of Health Services: Most health services in Türkiye are offered at a more affordable cost compared to 

other countries. 

4- Negative Effects of Covid-19 on Health Tourism: Covid-19 pandemic led to a 22% decrease in the health tourism sector 

in 2020. Covid-19 treatment costs have increased in proportion to the severity of the disease.

5- Positive Effects of Covid-19 on Health Tourism: There will be an increase in demand after treatment and travel 

postponement. It is predicted that there will be an increase in the demand for obesity, plastic surgery, psychological support 

and dental treatment. The role of online health access and accreditation will also become important.

6- Türkiye Health Tourism SWOT Analysis: 

• Strengths: Technological development, service quality, geographical location advantage.

• Weaknesses: Poor connection with insurance and brokerage firms, language issues.

• Opportunities: Widespread use of the Internet, increase in elderly population, affordable flight prices.

• Threats: The negative impact of international crises and terrorist incidents.

7- Strategic Recommendations: 

• Close cooperation with insurance and intermediary institutions should be established.

• Personnel should be trained, and promotional activities should be increased.

• Security measures should be strengthened; hospital services should be diversified.

• Focus on foreign language problems and invest in domestic drug production.

Health tourism is a sector consisting of a combination of 

health and tourism sectors. Türkiye focuses on the goals 

it has set to progress in the health tourism sector. 

Contributing significantly to the realization of these goals, 

TUSKA is a health services organization that aims to 

become an international quality and accreditation brand. 

Accreditation contributes to the development of health 

services and the improvement of the quality of care. After 

Covid-19 pandemic, health tourists tend to prefer health 

institutions with accreditation certificates. Türkiye 

specializes in cosmetic surgery, hair transplantation, IVF 

treatment, and dental treatment; Their success in these 

areas gives confidence to health tourists. Türkiye has 

identified centers of excellence for state-of-the-art 

treatments with the studies it started in 2018. Turkish 

Implementation Model (TIM), prepared in 2019, makes a 

significant contribution to the development of health 

tourism and the alleviation of health expenditures. 

Quality and accreditation studies are the key elements 

that will enable Türkiye to successfully achieve its future 

goals of equality and change.
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Angioplasty $11,700 $5,500 $5,000 $10,938 $4,000 $8,510 $1115
Heart Bypass $11,200 $7,000 $15,000 $17,188 $12,000 $8276
Heart 

Replacement

$20,000 $11,500 $10,000 $21,188 $6,000 $7000

Hip Prosthesis $8,000 $14,000 $5,640 $13,500 $25,000 $7,813 $3,500 $6,280 $560
Knee 

Prosthesis

$8,000 $6,000 $4,230 $12,500 $20,000 $6,563 $3,500 $6,900 $1160

Spine Fusion $27,000 $12,000 $16,000 $23,000 $9,500 $3,000 $6,800 $4460

Dental 

Implant

$1,500 $635 $975 $1,500 $1,719 $500 $1,800 $92

hysterectomy $5,200 $3,800 $2,820 $6,000 $11,000 $3,585 $1,500 $2,600 $3600

Rhinoplasty $3,000 $6,200 $2,120 $3,600 $4,100 $313 $3,500 $780 $480

Face Lift $5,200 $7,200 $6,200 $6,000 $2,813 $4,050 $2,320 $1845

liposuction $4,500 $4,800 $2,540 $2,500 $1,875 $270 $5,110 $1250

Tummy Tuck $5,000 $7,800 $3,530 $4,200 $7,143 $3,800 $3,770 $620

Lasik (both 

eyes)

$1,000 $775 $1,400 $2,700 $2,650 $800 $1,320 $2480

In Vitro 

Fertilization 

Treatment

$13,000 $6,500 $2,540 $6,500 $8,000 $3,750 $1,500 $1390
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