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Potential of NBH Standards towards
building climate resilient and adaptive
healthcare ecosystem in India.

Dr. P. Bajaj!, Dr. A. M. Kochhar?t, Ms. P. Anchalia*
1 National Accreditation Board for Hospitals and Healthcare Providers (NABH), Quality Council of India, New Delhi, India

INTRODUCTION

« World Health Organization (WHQO) identifies climate
change as the ‘single biggest health threat facing
humanity’.

Systematic review of literature and environmental scanning was carried out at NABH. It was concluded
that more than 100 research publications corroborate that there is significant positive impact of NABH

. . . . . standards on the quality of healthcare services and clinical care in India.
* While hospitals are witnessing negative effects, at the d y

same time they are also contributing to the climate
change. Now that the NABH standards for hospitals have been revised to include detailed requirements for climate
change resilience and sustainability, significant impact on healthcare ecosystem is expected in India over

next 10 years as detailed below:

* The healthcare sector is responsible for almost 5% of
global GHG emissions and carbon footprint equivalent
to 514 coal-fired power plants.

* Quality Accreditation standards play key role in
Improvising services and systems of the hospitals. Over

the last 18 years, National Accreditation Board for @ | Hospitals to have: |
Hospitals and Healthcare Providers (NABH) standards e ® é-e nga;?ecnqange strategy
Hospitals to have pment,

have played a pivotal role in improving quality of health
care, ensuring patient safety and disaster management
preparedness among the accredited hospitals in India.

2. Waste reduction,

3. Green-house gas emissions
and carbon footprint reduction.

1. Waste Management
2. Green Hospitals

Transition from
5th to 61" edition

* As revision of current edition of NABH Accreditation 3. Plan for Emergencies NABH ﬁu?fa?i]a;b"’}ﬂ?yg"ver”ame
Standards for Hospitals is underway, NABH has 4. Risk Management standards 5 Sesrenele sl S
conducted environmental scanning and extensive partnership,
review of literature regarding impact of climate 6. Risk management
change on healthcare ecosystem. 7. Plan for emergencies

* The study was planned considering availability of limited 3 S' Eeduie’ reccl:ycle ar.]tdh rleuse

: : : g .Jse O roaucts wi ower
p number_ of studies in _Indlgn context to understand role_ = E‘ envimnm‘;ma,“impac_t, oublic
of Quality standards in climate change preparedness in —— ~ transportation, e-vehicles and

hospitals solar power

' NABH standards for Hospitals NABH standards for Hospitals
5th edition 6" edition
, ||
NABH S POtentlaI to reaCh NABH Guidebook for Climate Action

Total No. of Accredited/ Certified/ Empanelled Healthcare
Organizations

& Sustainability in Healthcare

The aim of the study was;

* To evaluate the potential of NABH standards
towards building climate resilient and adaptive
healthcare ecosystem Iin India

NABH Guidebook for

€limate Action &

Sustainability in
althcare

till 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2030 2035
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With over 20000+ accredited, certified &
empanelled Healthcare partners, NABH is
committed to create a significant impact in building
climate resilient and adaptive health care
ecosystem through implementation of its new
edition of accreditation standards in India.

The review was done following five steps:

1) ldentifying the standards for hospitals as per
climate change

2y Charting the data available with NABH

Also, NABH has developed a guidance document
on Climate Action & Sustainability in Healthcare
for healthcare partners as per current guidelines.

3) Collating, analysing trends and historical data

Mr. Gaurav Loria, Group Chief Quality Officer &
Head Operations, Apollo Hospitals Enterprise
Limited — Hyderabad

Dr. Nidhi Yadav, Associate Professor, IIHMR-
Delhi

2 Reporting results

Implementation of recommendations Substantial impact with respect to climate change

resilience and adaptive healthcare ecosystem can
be expected across the sector in 70,000+
healthcare facilities of India over next 10 years
through this new and futuristic initiative of NABH.
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