The influence of the left atrial appendage shape on the results of thoracoscopic ablation of AF
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Objection Surgical technique - left atrial appendage excision RESULTS

In-hospital results

Left atrial appendage (LAA) exclusion using an
endostapler is one of the options for this

procedure during thoracoscopic ablation (TSA) of
AF .
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Materials and methods

Design of study
The results of LAA endostapler LAA excision were analyzed in 281 patients

undergoing TSA of AF. All patients were divided into 4 groups based on LAA
shape. G1 (chicken wing) - 91 (32.4%), G2 (cauliflower) - 43 (15.3%), G3
(windsock) - 69 (24.5%), G4 (cactus) - 78 (27.7%).
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The results suggest that thoracoscopic exclusion of the LAA yields a
lower risk of large stump formation, with stump dimensions
typically under 10 mm. The procedure appears to be more
y N protective in maintaining a safer, more compact appendage
morphology (resembling a “cactus” shape), which may translate to
improved postoperative stability and reduced thromboembolic risk.
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