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Background: Interim clinical guidance was introduced in BC, Canada in March

2020 to allow for prescribing of safer supply (PSS) during the dual public health
emergencies (COVID-19 and Toxic Drug Crisis). In 2021, the Government of BC
Introduced a policy direction to decouple PSS from a pandemic response and continue
PSS. Nonetheless, due in part to the controversy and uncertainty about the status of
PSS, there was a wave of deprescribing with the sunsetting of the interim guidance.
Our objective was to explore the experiences and consequences of deprescribing for
people receiving PSS.

Methodology: As part of a provincial mixed methods evaluation, we conducted

30 qualitative interviews with those deprescribed.

* Mean Age: 43 Years

* Men=16; Women =13 Missing =1.

* Data were collected between December, 2023 and March 31, 2024
* Thematic analysis using Braun and Clarke 6 stage process.

Findings:
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Conclusion: * Withdrawal, overdose risk
Deprescribing is an unintended consequence of drug * Loss of trustin health care
policy shifts with potentially hazardous consequences system

as a result of return to the unregulated drug market.
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