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Re su l t s

Methodo l o gy

From 2023 onwards, Médecins du Monde
(MdM) provided technical assistance to
local stakeholders to build skills in harm
reduction and with the aim of opening a
pilot opioid agonist treatment (OAT)
center in Bujumbura, with plans to
expand to the whole country later. Local
players, including national stakeholders
and community organizations, played a
key role in developing an enabling
environment and laying the foundations
for the project

Ba ckg r ound

The 2021 Integrated biological and
behavior survey estimated that 15.3% of
people who use drugs (PWUD) are living
with HIV. Civil society organizations
played a key role in providing services to
PWUD in the country, including
prevention, awareness, advocacy, and
community integration. However, these
interventions lack funding to develop a
comprehensive harm reduction package
to address drug users' needs.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  O AT  g u i d e l i n e  w a s

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h

i n  J u l y  2 0 2 4 ,  e n a b l i n g  t h e

p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  m e d i c i n e .  T h e  G l o b a l

F u n d  u n d e r  G C 7  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 6  w i l l  f u n d

t h e  O AT  c e n t e r,  w h i c h  i s  i n t e g r a t e d

i n t o  t h e  S e r v i c e  Ye z u  M w i z a  h e a l t h

c l i n i c .  C o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  h a s

b e e n  i n t e g r a t e d  a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s

t h r o u g h  f o c u s  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d

w o r k s h o p s ,  w h e r e  t h e  n e e d s ,

c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e

w e r e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l

g u i d e l i n e s .  T h e  e f f o r t s  t o  d e v e l o p

h a r m  r e d u c t i o n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  t h e

c o u n t r y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e ,  l e d  b y  k e y

s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f

H e a l t h  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y

o r g a n i z a t i o n s

Conc l u s i on

T h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  b y  M d M  w a s

p r o v i d e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h

E x p e r t i s e  F r a n c e .  A  t e a m  o f  m e d i c a l

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y

w o r k e r s / p e e r s ,  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d

a n d  m a d e  a  s t u d y  v i s i t  t o  Ta n z a n i a  i n

M a r c h  2 0 2 5  t o  l e a r n  t h e  d a i l y

o p e r a t i o n  a n d  l i n k a g e  w i t h  C S O .

I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  O AT  i n  a  h e a l t h  c e n t e r

i s  t o d a y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  m a j o r

i n t e r v e n t i o n  a d d r e s s i n g  d r u g  u s e r s ’

n e e d s .  F u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  f o c u s

o n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h a r m

r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a s  p a r t  o f  o n g o i n g

a d v o c a c y  t o  p r o v i d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a r e

f o r  m a r g i n a l i z e d  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a s  d r u g

u s e r s .


