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Being a migrant woman during disasters:
! A mixed-method study exploring multidimensional inequalities during the
COVID-19 pandemic in Milan®
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INTRODUCTION

« |taly is a country prone to natural disasters and among those

hosting the largest number of migrants.

¢ Some groups suffer worse consequences in case of disaster due
to different conditions of exposure, vulnerabillity, and capacity.

« By adopting an intersectional lens that combines the
vulnerabllities resulting from being a migrant and a woman, we
can assume that disaster outcomes for migrant women (MW)

are even waorse.

AIM

To Investigate the impact of the most recent disaster that [taly has
withessed at the national level, the COVID-19 pandemic, on MW In
Milan, and how this impact differs between MW and migrant men

and non-MW. Two dimensions of inequalities will be investigated:

1) Access to healthcare.
2) Health needs:
[) public health needs;

i) health needs;

iii) social needs. e

A MIXED-METHOD STUDY
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Semi-structured interviews with:

a) Migrant women (about 20);

o) Professionals and key informants (albbout 30).

SIGNIFICANCE

« Advancement of knowledge about the disaster experiences of MW,

whose literature is scarce, and about inequalities atffecting MW In
Milan, specifically their access to primary healthcare.

» Policy brief to inform interventions for strengthening MW disaster
preparedness.

« The study adopts a participatory bottom-up approach that involves
key informants and vulnerable populations, making their voices
heard.

» Participation of NGOs in research allows 1o beftter align research
efforts with local needs and to communicate research findings to

policy-makers.
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