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10
NTM PJI cases

190
days mean delay

70%
failed prior surgery

80%
remission at 13mo
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TAKE-HOME MESSAGE

Suspect NTM in culture-negative, atypical PJI — early diagnosis avoids

repeated failed surgery and drives 80% remission

INTRODUCTION

METHODS

CASE PROFILE (N=10)
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NTM: an emerging, under-recognised cause of PJI❑

No standard diagnostic pathway · often missed on

first work-up

❑

Aim: diagnostic delay, prior treatment failure,

microbiology and surgical burden in NTM PJI

❑

Retrospective cohort · Oct 2022–Jan 2025❑

Confirmed NTM PJI after hip/knee arthroplasty❑

Median follow-up 13 months❑

NTM not identified before referral in any case❑

Procedures range 2–5 · inter-stage interval 9.5

months (IQR 6.5–12)

❑

Symptom
onset

70% failed
prior surgery

NTM diagnosed
— 190 days

MICROBIOLOGY

ANTIMICROBIAL SUSCEPTIBILITY · % ISOLATES
SUSCEPTIBLE

Amikacin 100%

Linezolid 100%

Clarithromycin 77%

TREATMENT & OUTCOMES

8
Remission

80%

1
Amputation

10%

1
Recurrence

10%

CONCLUSIONS

Rapidly growing mycobacteria 90% · M.

abscessus 60%

❑

Concomitant bacterial infection in 40%❑

Median therapy duration 26 weeks · modified in 

50% (intolerance)

❑

NTM PJI — frequently missed, repeated failed

surgery

❑

Suspect in culture-negative / atypical PJI with prior

failed debridement

❑

Early mycobacterial-specific testing + specialist

care = good remission

❑
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