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INTRODUCTION

* Fracture-Related Infections (FRI) due to Nocardia spp. are rare and often overlooked following an open trauma due to its slow growth.

* We describe the case of a polymicrobial osteoarticular FRI in which Nocardia abscessus was isolated, following an agricultural
machinery accident, highlighting the diagnostic the diagnostic work-up, surgical management, and antimicrobial strategy that was
employed.

* Aretrospective review of this single case was conducted, analysing the clinical data, imaging, operative findings, microbiology, treatment
course, and short-term outcomes.
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Clinical outcomes with prolonged targeted therapy:
v’ Sustained apyrexia and decreased inflammatory markers.
v’ Limb preservation with medullary retainment.
v’ Partial functional recovery after surgery:
> At week 2 post debridement: able to help in transfer from
bed to chair;
> Atweek 4 post debridement: able to walk with assistance.
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CONCLUSIONS

* Nocardia spp. should be considered in FRI cases following contaminated open agricultural trauma, particularly when microbiology is
unusual or evolution is protracted.

* This case illustrates the importance of repeated surgical debridement, deep microbiological sampling, prolonged targeted combination
therapy, and systematic exclusion of dissemination.

* Despite polymicrobial infection and major comorbidity, limb-preserving management with retention of osteosynthesis material may be

feasible in selected patients.

Key Message: Nocardia abscessus should be considered in polymicrobial FRI following agricultural trauma. Limb-preserving outcomes are

achievable with early diagnhosis, repeated debridement, deep microbiological sampling, and prolonged targeted combination therapy.
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