HOW GOOD ARE WE AT REPPRTING VARICOCLES?: AN AUDIT ON ULTRASOUND EVALUATION AND GRADING OF
VARICOCELES IN COMPLIANCE WITH EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF UROGENITAL RADIOLOGY GUIDELINES
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Varicoceles are commonly found incidentally and typically can The aim of this audit is to evaluate the ultrasound reporting practices of varicoceles including their
cause infertility in male patients. They may result in chronic grading as per European Society of Urogenital Radiology Scrotal and Penile Imaging Working Group A retrospective audit was carried in July 2023, on data collected from US testes Reporting Standards advise commenting on:
discomfort in the scrotum. (ESUR-SPIWG). reports of 40 patients suspected of having a varicocele. ) ) .
1.Testicular volume should be measured routinely using Lambert's
The gold standard imagine modality for evaluating varicoceles is This involves: TARGET: 100% of Cases should report on all of parts of the reporting standards: formula: (length x width x height x 0.71).
Ultrasound (US). MATERIALS: g o 3 s
1) Gathering data to look at current levels of compliance with ESUR- SPIWG. ' 2. The location (inguinal, supratesticular or peritesticular) and the
| Croydon Health services NMS Electronic Patient Records. diameter of the largest vein should be documented in both supine
2) Understanding what can be done to achieve a higher target of compliance. and erect positions.
Reporting standards, from RCR/ ESUR-SPIWG publications.
3) Successfully implementing a change to maintain a higher level of compliance with ESUR-SPIWG. 3 a) The level (inguinal, supratesticular or peritesticular) and

b) Duration of venous reflux should be documented in supine and
erect positions.

No. of Reports mentioning each Standard as per ESUR-SPIWG

(0%) NO reports include ALL parts of the standard above

Nearly 50% of reports failed to comment on at least one standard 1. Publicize the standards for ultrasound Doppler assessment of varicoceles, through in-person

departmental radiology and sonographer meetings.

Maximum diameter of the largest vein was the most commented standard.
2. Create an US report template to improve standardization of scanning techniques

3. Re-audit following intervention to assess for improvement in practice to ensure sustained

compliance with the standards. achieving a target of 100%.
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male infertility: the 2012 update. Eur Urol 2012,62(2):324-332 Excellent care for all Home | Community | Hospital
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