Methemoglobinemia caused by airway topicalization
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Introduction

Benzocaine spray and lidocaine lubricant were used for topical
analgesia for an awake fiberoptic intubation and despite successful
intubation, the patient experienced persistent oxygen desaturation
due to local anesthetic-induced methemoglobinemia.

One month later, patient
was scheduled for
ureteroscopy with

lithotripsy, multiple
unsuccessful spinal
attempts, asleep fiberoptic
intubation performed

Two weeks later, patient
was scheduled for repeat
ureteroscopy and
underwent awake oral
fiberoptic intubation with
subsequent local
anesthetic-induced

Patient presented for
emergent cystoscopy
for ureteral stone, 2x
unsuccessful LMA
placement attempts,
mask ventilated for

Methods

This case report is without patient identifiable information, it is
exempt from IRB review requirements. Informed consent was
obtained from the patient for publication of this case report.
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