
Multi-institutional Pilot Testing of Entrustable Professional Activities 
for Competency Assessment of RAAPM Fellows

Real time documentation of a shared set of 
entrustable professional activities (EPAs) is 

a feasible method for tracking trainee 
clinical competency across RAAPM 

fellowship programs.

8 participating programs

634 unique assessments 
submitted

162 EPAs

Example: “Evaluation and 
informed consent: peripheral 

nerve block”

250 procedural assessments

Example: “Adductor canal block”

222 special assessments

Example: “Effectiveness as a 
teacher and presenter”

• The ACGME has developed educational milestones for the assessment of trainee 
progress in anesthesiology residency and fellowship training programs. 

• Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) are clinical activities that may be 
entrusted to a trainee and, when implemented as the basis of clinical assessment, 
provide a bridge connecting trainee performance to educational milestones. 

• Here, we describe the preliminary results of the first five months of a multi-center 
pilot study observing the implementation of EPAs for the assessment of RAAPM 
fellows in the United States.

Introduction

Figure 2: Breakdown of submitted assessment data with examples

• After obtaining IRB approval, RAAPM programs were recruited for a pragmatic trial 
of implementation of RAAPM EPAs to assess fellows throughout the year. 

• Programs were provided with information about EPAs and their use as an 
assessment modality and agreed to share de-identified EPA data for their fellows to 
assess competency trajectories.

• Similar to previous work with residency EPAs, program faculty document EPAs in 
real time during direct observation of fellows using a mobile phone app 
(MyTipReport, Nashville, TN). See Figure 1.
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• We report initial pilot data on the implementation of EPA’s for assessment of 
competency in RAAPM fellowship training. 

• Similar to studies in anesthesiology residency programs, this data demonstrates 
feasibility of using a shared set of assessments across multiple RAAPM fellowship 
programs. 

• Future work will report a full year of data and include average assessment results to 
demonstrate normal learning curves in milestone achievement over time in training. 

Discussion

• Eight RAAPM fellowship programs volunteered to participate in the one-year 
implementation pilot. 

• From July 1 to Nov 30 2023, seven programs utilized EPA assessments, resulting 
in a total of 634 unique assessments. 

• See Figure 2 for a breakdown of the submitted assessments with examples of 
each. 

Results

Figure 1: Demonstration of EPA assessment using the MyTipReport App
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