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 The US population 75+ is expected to grow by 74% by 2034, leading to an
increase Iin the number of individuals likely to develop chronic pain conditions.

» There is a potential discrepancy between supply and demand of pain physicians
that needs to be evaluated to determine potential gaps in care.

* This study seeks to estimate demand for pain physicians using internet search
engine data and identify potential shortages at the state level.

Methods

* Google Trends data from 2013-2023 was searched for each US state and average

relative search frequencies (RSF) were retrieved for the terms: SO U t h e rn reg | O n Of

« “pain physician”

* “pain management doctor” the US, have a
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* This study sheds light on states, particularly in the Southern US, facing potential 1) Montana (0.85) & i fled®  poorer state health ranking

gaps in pain management care likely due to an aging population and projected [®) i g
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shortages of specialists to meet the increasing demand.

* This information can provide insight regarding career choices and practice
building to pain physicians and residents considering a pain fellowship.

* There is a correlation between states with higher SDI and states that have poorer
health rankings, indicating a need to expand access to care at the state level

» Differences seen in search results between “pain physician” and “pain

management doctor” may be due to variations in health literacy of the US
population
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