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Results

There was a 65% increase in opioid-induced overdose deaths between 2018-2020. Fentanyl consistently
accounted for an overwhelming proportion of opioid-induced deaths (77% of deaths in 2018 and 86% 1n
2020 resulting in 2.2 million YPLL and $527 billion VSL). The greatest percentage of deaths from fentanyl
and oxymorphone was seen in the 25-34 age range and nearly two-thirds of all fatalities were men.

Background

Opioids—mainly synthetic opioids (other than methadone)—are currently the main driver
of drug overdose deaths, with fentanyl taking over as the nexus of this epidemic. Our
knowledge of the pharmacodynamics of these drugs that make them highly addictive
continues to grow, as does our understanding of the psychosocial implications of this
crisis. Although prior studies have assessed the economic impacts of total overdose deaths
at a regional level, there remains a paucity of information regarding the financial burdens
due to specific types of opioids at a national level.

Discussion

Opioid overdose deaths rose between 2018-2020, with a notable upsurge in
2020, possibly a sequela of the socioeconomic burdens of the COVID-19
pandemic. COVID-19 brought economic and social instability for many
Americans, and these stressors disproportionately affected populations with a
history of substance use disorders, mental illness, and homelessness.
Combating the opioid overdose crisis will require a comprehensive
understanding psychosocial context of opi1oid use and abuse.

Oxycodone accounted for 13% of overdose deaths in 2018 but dropped to 8% 1n 2020. Hydrocodone,
hydromorphone, and oxymorphone contributed to 4%, 0.9%, and 0.87% of overdose deaths 1n 2020,

respectively.
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