
Craniofacial resection for nonmelanoma skin cancer of 
the head and neck

INTRODUCTION

METHODS

Nonmelanoma skin cancers are the most 
common type of cancer in humans and they are 
very prevalent in the head and neck region. 
Surgical resection is the most effective treatment 
and advanced tumors may require extensive 
and craniofacial approaches. Clinical factors 
related to worse outcomes may affect 
therapeutic decision making and oncological 
results. 

Retrospective chart analyses of patients 
submitted to craniofacial resections for 
nonmelanoma skin cancer at Instituto do Câncer 
do Estado de São Paulo, Brazil, from January 
2009 to December 2018.  Inclusion criteria were 
patients with biopsy proven non melanoma 
cutaneous malignancy at head and neck region 
with local advanced staging. 

RESULTS

CONCLUSION

Nonmelanoma skin cancers with skull invasion 
are a therapeutic challenge in head and neck 
surgery. Tumors extending deeper than the 
aponeurotic galea are associated with worse 
prognosis and adjuvant radiotherapy was a 
protective factor for overall survival. 
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