Examining the State of Dental Laboratories with Respect to Technician Training and Employment in a Digital Era
Danielle N. Romano, D.M.D.

Prosthodontic Resident, Third Year;, Program Director: Jesse W. Smith, D.D.S., M.S., FA.C.P.
Clement J. Zablocki Veteran Affairs Medical Center, Milwaukee, WI

Background With the proper prerequisites in place, obtaining a certified dental technician Surveys

The relationship between a prosthodontist and a laboratory technician is an certificate requires a candidate to complete three examinations, (1) a written

Figure 1: First-Year Student Capacity Versus Enroliment by Number of Dental Laboratory Technology Education Programs, 2012-13 to 2022-23
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experience of a laboratory technician can prove valuable when considering Reqgulations
which technician to work with, and ultimately the caliber of care delivered to J —
the patient. The goal of this two-part investigation is to (1) understand the| | A state’s Dental Practice Act establishes the basic relationship between the 0o

state regulations; and (2) review the current state of dental laboratories with| | ¢
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the total enrollments has trended downward over the course of the past ten

" years: 19 programs with 435 first year enrollees in 2012-13, to 13 programs
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