
Improving dementia literacy among PHC professionals is a critical step toward better diagnosis, reduced stigma, and 
higher-quality care for people living with dementia.

Marcelo Anastácio Diniz, Carolina Godoy, Paula Vilhena Carnevale Vianna, Fabiana A. F. da Mata, Lucas Martins 
Teixeira, Matheus Ghossain Barbosa, Fernanda Farias de Menezes, Ana Ágata Keinert, Thais Suarez, Pedro Pinho, 
Andrew Miguel, Rosa Camila Lucchetta, Cleusa P. Ferri.  

P2 - 14

INTRODUCTION METHODS RESULTS  

Data were analysed 
qualitatively using brief 
written responses collected 
during a training session 
conducted as part of the 
REDe study within the 
ReNaDe2 Programme.

CONCLUSION

Dementia is a major public 
health challenge, requiring 
timely recognition and 
appropriate management 
across all levels of the 
healthcare system. Primary 
Health Care (PHC) 
professionals play a 
fundamental role in the early 
identification and care of 
people living with dementia 
(PLWD). However, 
insufficient knowledge and 
stigmatising beliefs may 
negatively affect diagnosis, 
treatment, and the quality of 
care. This study explored 
PHC professionals' 
perceptions of dementia 
before participation in an 
educational training program. 

Primary Health Care 
professionals demonstrated 
important misconceptions 
regarding dementia etiology, 
recognition, and management. 
Continuous professional 
education is essential to 
improve early diagnosis, 
reduce stigma, and strengthen 
dementia care. 
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Perceptions Of Dementia Among Primary Healthcare 
Professionals In Brazil: A Qualitative Study

● Perceptions of people living with dementia ranged 
from person-centered to stigmatizing views.

Some responses from healthcare professionals

● Dementia was commonly associated with a 
neurological or brain disease.

● Many participants were unable to identify the 
cause of dementia or provided vague answers.

● Dementia was frequently considered a normal 
consequence of aging.

● Respect and compassion were frequently 
emphasized, whereas the professionals rarely 
mentioned specialized dementia care.

The study is ongoing. Preliminary results show that:


