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RESULTS

Despite differences in healthcare systems, participants across all three countries reported similar barriers to

METHODS

dementia information and support. Many participants described sign language information about dementia as
Six semi-structured focus groups were largely unavailable and explained that complex written materials often result in uncertainty. Consequently, non-
conducted across Austria, Germany and experts demonstrated misconceptions regarding dementia symptoms, causes and risk factors. Participants also

Greece, with two focus groups held in each highlighted challenges specific to Deaf sigh language users, including more risk for language deprivation and

country. Interviews were conducted in the dementia-related changes in sign language. Respondents emphasized the need for dementia awareness courses

respective national sign languages: Austrian using culturally appropriate, interactive and visual learning formats.
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(DGS) and Greek Sign Language (GSL).
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community members without dementia

experience (N = 43). Focus groups were video- CONCLUSION
Challenges faced by Deaf communities extend beyond dementia knowledge and are closely linked to healthcare

Figure 1. Overview of the qualitative findings: access, perceptions and support needs related to dementia.

recorded, transcribed and analyzed using

inductive qualitative content analysis access. Findings across Austria, Germany and Greece highlight the need for a two-way approach: accessible

(Mayring, 2015) in MAXQDA 2025. dementia awareness initiatives for Deaf communities and more accessible, culturally aware dementia services.

These findings informed the Erasmus+ DeSign programes.
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