
Mild Behavioural Impairment (MBI) is a
late-life syndrome characterized by
emergent changes in behaviour andis
associated with increased dementia risk1.
Psychotic symptoms are the least
common MBI domain but are associated
with faster progresssion to dementia2,3.
However, it remains unclear whether
cognitive alterations associated with
psychotic symptoms are already present
before symptom onset in later life.

We aim to investigate the relationship
between psychotic symptoms and
cognition in cognitively unimpaired older
adults and whether cognitive differences
are detectable before the emergence of
psychotic symptoms in both self-rated
and proxy-rated MBI assessments.

Psychotic symptoms in MBI are preceded by subtle executive-attentional deficits and become associated with broader cognitive 
impairment once clinically manifest.
Individuals who later develop psychotic symptoms already show subtle cognitive deficits before symptom onset. 
Self-rated MBI appears more sensitive than proxy-rated assessments in identifying early cognitive changes associated with psychotic
symptoms.
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CONTACT

MBI assessed using self- and proxy-
rated questionnaires

Participants classified into:
• No psychotic symptoms (NS)
• Incident psychotic symptoms (onset 

during follow-up,  IP)
• Psychotic symptoms present at baseline 

(PB)
Cognition was evaluated across
multiple domains

Cognitive alterations are
detectable in individuals with
psychotic symptoms.

Subtle cognitive deficits,
particularly in inhibitory
control, may already be
present before the clinical
emergence of psychotic
symptoms.

Self- and proxy- reported MBI
may be particularly useful for
identifying these early
changes.
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Mild Behavioural Impairment (MBI) is a
late-life syndrome characterized by
emergent changes in behaviour andis
associated with increased dementia
risk1. Psychotic symptoms are the
least common MBI domain but are
associated with faster progresssion to
dementia2,3. However, it remains
unclear whether cognitive alterations
associated with psychotic symptoms
are already present before symptom
onset in later life.

We aim to investigate the relationship
between psychotic symptoms and
cognition in cognitively unimpaired
older adults and whether cognitive
differences are detectable before the
emergence of psychotic symptoms in
both self-rated and proxy-rated MBI
assessments.
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