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Introduction

ACAD Recruitment Sites

ACAD is supported by NIA R56-AG069130 and NIA U19-AG079774

ACAD leverages national AD research resources and 
collaborates with AD experts and community partners 

Next Steps

ACAD has built foundation materials to support sample 
collection and recruitment.  ACAD will provide guidance for 
future studies to explore ASAC risk factors for AD and 
related dementias. In collaboration Alzheimer’s Disease 
Genetics Consortium (ADGC) and Alzheimer’s Disease 
Sequencing Project (ADSP), trans-ethnic insights from 
ACAD may identify potential novel, population-specific 
therapeutic pathways for AD. 

Participant Characteristics (N = 1,517*)

Asian Americans and Canadians (ASACs) are the fastest 
growing minority group in the US and Canada, but they are 
under-representative in AD research. ACAD aims to recruit 
>5,000 ASACs in 2023-2028, using culturally appropriate, 
community-based approaches to address the knowledge gap. 

Population in focus :

ACAD is the 1st large dementia genetics cohort for AD among Asian Americans/Canadians

Study Contact PI: Li-San Wang
lswang@pennmedicine.upenn.edu

ACAD Website
2429

We have assembled a team of scientists, clinicians, and community 
partners with a history of collaboration and expertise in AD research, 

human genetics, and Asian community outreach.

Recruitment Progress as of June 2026 ACAD Protocol Highlights

• Early life experiences

• Physical activities

• Social network

• Cognitive battery

• Neurological assessment

• Immigration experiences

• Diet & sleep

• Medical history

• Functional assessment

• Plasma biomarkerData in Progress

• SNP array data

• WGS (many thanks to ADSP-FUS!)

• Plasma biomarker: A𝛽 40/42, P-Tau 181/217, GFAP, NfL

• Proteomics (many thanks to NIH CRAD!)

• Phenotype
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• Average age = 73.6 

• 32% men and 68% women
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