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Introduction

 |n prior work, child abuse was associated with a 74% increased hazard of demential. Unfortunately, child abuse cannot always be prevented. Although our focus should be primary prevention, understanding the
causal pathways linking child abuse to dementia could inform the design of mitigation interventions for secondary prevention amongst those exposed to child abuse.

* Most studies investigating mediation of this association consider a composite adverse childhood experience score rather than individual adverse experiences despite evidence that different adverse experiences
have different impacts on dementia risk!23,

« We investigated mediation of the association between child abuse and dementia using a causal mediation analysis approach that can accomodate multiple mediators.
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Figure 3. Regression models of the associations between exposure, binary mediators and outcomes.
‘ ‘ Logistic regression of mediators in association with child abuse. Cox-proportional hazards model of
‘ ’ ‘ dementia in association with mediator.
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| Conclusions

 Individuals who experienced childhood abuse were at increased risk of developing dementia; however,
only a modest proportion of this association was mediated by cardiovascular health, mental health,
health behaviours, and education.
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« Future research should focus on other potential pathways from child abuse to dementia, considering
Figure 1. Randomised interventional effects for mediation analysis. Joint mediation effects of education, biological and other social mechanisms.

health behaviours, cardiovascular health and mental health on the association between child abuse
and dementia incidence. RNDE: Randomised natural direct effect. RNIE: Randomised natural indirect

effect. RTE: Randomised total effect. Acknowledgements

This study was supported by the Medical Research Council (Grant MR/W006774/1). ELSA is supported by the National Institute on Aging (Grant
R01AG017644) and by a consortium of UK Government departments coordinated by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR).

VT
[ . [ . .
— _-.-,,--*l'u-1 — Contact: katherine.taylor19@ucl.ac.uk
~vo ‘J: ~?d.. "
= __"f‘:; References: 1) Taylor K, Howe LD, Lacey RE, Carslake D, Anderson E, Mukadam N. The association between adverse experiences throughout the life-course and risk of dementia in the English Longitudinal M R ( DT P TS E a . .
2, G4 tudy of Ageing. Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease. ay L; :410-21. doill0. . iuG,Bao T, Gao C, et al. The mediating role of life course cognitive reserve-enhancing factors in s
: % 1 ;‘i Study of Ageing. J | of Alzheimer’s Di 2026 May 1;111(1):410-21. doi:10.1177/13872877261431801. 2) Liu G,Bao T, Gao C l. Th diati le of lif it hancing f i \
! adm’s’ 2° % Y the relationship between adverse childhood experiences and dementia among older adults: evidence from a prospective cohort study in the United States. Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemio S1=13:
sl % he relationship b d hildhood i dd i Ider adul id f i h dy in the United S Soc Psychi Psychiatr Epidemiol 2024;1-13. 3) —
“!%* by Hu W, Zhang W, Liu B, et al. Associations and Mediating Pathways between Childhood Adversity and Risk of Dementia: A Cohort Study in the UK Biobank. The Journals of Gerontology: Series A; 79. Epub ahead CITY ’%‘9
e *l.' Epadaggy  of print August 2024 DOI: 10.1093/gerona/glael21/7667541. PTUIOROE —_— "




	Slide 1: Potentially modifiable mediators of the association between child abuse and dementia

