
Take away: Discourse organization, rather than verbal output quantity, is a sensitive marker of early cognitive decline in mild AD.
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• Narrative discourse may
reveal subtle language
impairments before
functional decline in
Alzheimer’s disease
(AD).

• Microparameters (word
count, information units,
and scenes) reflect
conceptual organization
and lexical access.

• Their relationship with
demographic and
cognitive factors in mild
AD remains
underexplored.

• This study examined
associations between
narrative discourse
microparameters, age,
education, and cognition
in Brazilians with mild
AD.

• Cross-sectional study
with individuals >60
years with mild AD
(NINCDS-ADRDA;
CDR=1);

• Participants completed a
socioeconomic
questionnaire and ACE-
R.

• Narrative discourse was
assessed using the MTL-
BR bank robbery picture
description task.

• Data were analyzed
using Spearman
correlations, linear
regression, and
exploratory factor
analysis.

Narrative Discourse Microparameters and Cognitive Performance in Brazilians with 

Mild Alzheimer’s Disease: A Correlational and Factorial Analysis

• The results indicate that

microparameters of narrative

discourse, especially information

units, are associated with cognitive

performance, while quantitative

measures, such as word count, were

not informative.

• These findings suggest that the

organization and complexity of

discourse reflect underlying cognitive

processes more than its verbal

length.

• Narrative disorganization may

represent an early marker of

cognitive decline in AD.
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